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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DEMENTIA CARE WORKING GROUP MEETING

Minutes

THURSDAY, 14 MARCH 2019
PRESENT: Councillor  P Wood (Chair)

Councillors C J S Atkins, M Bowen, B A Hughes, L D Lea, I J Lucas, 
L A Malyon and P Wood

5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:-

There were no declarations of interest made.

6 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING.

The notes from the previous meeting were approved. 

7 KAT HORNER (DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES OFFICER, 
ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY) -  DEMENTIA ACTION ALLIANCES.

Unfortunately, Kat Horner was unable to attend the meeting therefore, Jane Barnes 
covered the item in her absence. 

Members of the Group were provided with copies of a Dementia Friendly 
Communities presentation which covered the following subject areas:-

 The National Picture
 Dementia Friendly Communities
 Staffordshire Dementia Friendly Communities
 What other communities have done
 How to create Dementia Friendly Communities
 Where further information can be obtained

Members were advised that a Dementia Friendly Group could also incorporate other 
schemes such as Safer Places and encourage local businesses to become 
Dementia Friendly. A video was available which demonstrated the journey of a 
Dementia patient in a shop and it was agreed that this would be shown at the next 
meeting of the Group. 

Vicki Ellis – Member and Community Support Officer, advised members that she had 
become a Dementia Friend and had received the training to become a Dementia 
Champion and could now deliver the training to others. 

The Chair felt that it was currently very difficult for Dementia patients to establish 
which  services were  available to them and Leek Health Centre were currently 
looking at ways to assist with this issue.  
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Jane referred to a helpful ‘This is Me’ document which was produced by the 
Alzheimer’s Society and a medication pot which was supplied free of charge by Leek 
Lions Club.

Councillor Atkins made a suggestion that an empty shop unit in Leek could be 
opened as a Dementia Drop in Centre at which practical information and advice 
could be given. This would need to be run by volunteers, charities and other 
partners.

Members discussed End of Life Dementia and the lack of specialist care homes in 
Northern Staffordshire. The Group may also wish to explore whether Leek CAB 
would be able to assist with a Power of Attorney service. 

It was suggested that the Alzheimer’s Society and Carers Hub were invited to the 
next meeting. The Chair advised the Group that the Head Teacher of Westwood 
High School would also like to attend a meeting of the Group. 

DECIDED: 

1) That a report be prepared for the Health O&S Panel which would set out the 
current findings of the Working Group. 

 Recommendations were to include:-

 That the Council became Dementia Friendly;
 For Councillors to receive Dementia Friendly training;
 For Council Officers to look into the feasibility of 1 Market Place, Leek or the 

empty shop next to the entrance of the Butter Market being used as a 
Dementia Drop-in Centre for a 6 month trial period.

The meeting closed at 12.15 pm

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date


